PEGASUS U3A GEOLOGY/BOTANY GROUP June 2023 Newsletter
Hello Friends,
It’s hard to believe another month has passed but here I am writing another newsletter. I’m very pleased to tell you that Alison Harrington has agreed to join our committee. Her ideas and Barbara Strang’s will be very welcome.
17th May 2023 Trip to Hawarden Colin Heinz
On a bright sunny morning we set off Northwards with Colin telling us about Māori and early settler history. Just before we joined the motorway out of Belfast, we crossed the site of Felton’s ferry and the first bridge over the [now dry] South Branch of the Waimakariri. Kaiapoi arose by the confluence of the smaller North Branch and the River Cam, which drained big swamps. In 1878 Kaiapoi flax mill became a woollen mill. Old Kaiapoi was a Ngai Tahu pa on a peninsula jutting into the Ashley Estuary. Te Rauparaha sacked it in 1832. Bodies from the battle lie under a roadside mound just South of Waikuku, (fresh water mussels).
After crossing the Waipara, (muddy water), we turned towards the Weka Pass and Colin showed us the “Three Deans Hills” to the South which were once called Ouma, breasts. The limestone rocks in the Weka Pass were beautiful and Colin pointed out the seal just past the frog on the right. We stopped by the old Hurunui (long hair) Hotel, and admired it and adjoining building. The hotel was closed but we peered through the windows. I liked the spider webs on one of the gates. They run a camping site alongside the hotel. These old hotels used to be about every 13 miles from here to Nelson, as that was as far as you could drove your sheep in a day.
The Great Northern Hotel in Waikare, (rippling water), was a train stop on a line that was meant to go to Nelson but never did. It was built during a cropping boom in the 1880s when goods were delivered by rail or road service, to your door. in a day.
From Hurunui Hotel it was a short ride to Hawarden, named after British Prime Minister William Gladstone’s Welsh castle. Here we had a lunch stop at St James Presbyterian Church. We were meant to eat inside but it was so nice that we all sat around on the grass. It is a wooden church and at the back was a lovely stained-glass window of the Good Shepherd.
After lunch we moved down to the Hurunui Museum which is in the old Methodist Church. It is packed with all sorts of gear well arranged in themes. Most of us recognized things that our families had used or were still using. We had a good look round and then John, the curator talked about the history of the area and the different run holders.
For the journey home we took the scenic road through lovely countryside. We passed the Waipara Gorge with steep banks. Fossils from 25 million years ago can be found in its limestone cliffs.
Some history of the early run holders
Horsley Down Station was the first in this area. George Mason, who came from Gloucestershire managed it for Charles Sidey until their house burnt down. By 1875 it had grown to 122,000 acres and ran 70,000 sheep. George Moore bought the adjacent Glenmark Station [including the site of Hawarden] at auction in 1873 and built a mansion on it in 1888. Grid ironing was a practice where large landowners bought valuable land all round smaller owners so they couldn’t grow larger.
In 1851 two cousins, Frederick Weld and Charles Clifford, acquired Stonyhurst Station by the Hurunui River mouth and named it after their old school, a posh RC college in England. It was 58,600acres. John Tolkien was a friend of theirs and began to write Lord of the Rings there when he visited his son during WW1. It still belongs to Clifford’s descendants
At the time of the goldrush people took the coach to Hurunui and then had to go on foot to the West Coast. About 1,000 a week passed through.
If you’d like to learn more, I recommend that you buy Colin’s book which has comprehensive information about the rivers and history of this area.
Upriver: From the Sea to the Southern Alps (Paperback) By Heinz, Colin · RRP: $49.99 · $44.99 · Save $5.00 · In Stock At Available from Scorpio books or direct from Colin at colinaheinz@gmail.com
Next Trip
To celebrate midwinter the outing on Wednesday 21st June will be to the Canterbury Adventure Park.
We will meet at 11.00, have a short talk, which will include the development of the Park, the fire, its effects, regeneration of forest and finally the restoration and future development.
There is a large Cafe where we can shelter from inclement weather, buy lunch, or order a hot drink.
An option is a return chairlift ride to the top for wonderful views of the Port Hills, Canterbury plains and surroundings. They have lift attendants who will help you on and off the lift. The cost of a return chair lift ride is $15.00 for seniors. (If you got your rates notice recently there was a discount leaflet in with the bill.) For the more adventurous there is a Zip line.
The Park setting is unusual and unlike anywhere else in Canterbury.
The address of the Adventure Park is 225 Worsleys Road. If you want to car pool meet in McCormacks Bay Road at 10.30. Bring lunch.
Future dates.
Monday 5th June is King’s Birthday so no meeting.
Wed 21st June Gill Fountain has arranged for us to go to the Adventure Park
Monday 3rd July Prof Ian Shaw will talk probably “On the Aftermath of Plastics”
Wed 19th July Graham Harrington will take us to some sites on the Styx Mill River
Monday 7th August Melissa Hutchison will give a talk on Lichens.
You can contact me on 384 3475 or by email patwandpate@gmail.com
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